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God finally answers Job with 43 questions                 Pastor Tom 
Job 38:1-40:5                     October 19, 2014 
 
 Sometimes we think we have so much control.  But then a pile of dirt shows up in our backyard that didn’t come 

from your dog.  What is going on? Piles of dirt began to increase in number in our yet undeveloped back yard.   The 

digging showed creativity.  Each pile looked like a horseshoe.  But we didn’t want more piles of dirt. So we called animal 

control.   

 They asked some very specific questions and concluded this must be a pocket gopher.  They promised to come 

and take a look.  When I got home later that day, two traps had been placed in the tunnel of this creature.  I was told to 

watch the nearly buried traps for any signs of success.    

 Well, we went to bed that night not thinking much about it.  I forgot about through the day.  But later I thought 

maybe I should check what they put in my yard.  I looked closely at the trap and noticed something looked different.  So 

I began to dig down and pulled out the trap.  TAIL!   There’s a tail sticking out of the trap.  I dropped the trap and ran 

inside calling the kids.  Lori was not at home at this time which was an answer to prayer because she and rodents don’t 

get along for some reason.  She doesn’t have a pet rat in a cage right beside her bed.   

 We carefully released the trap to see what was inside.  There was a this creature called a pocket gopher.  That’s 

him laying peacefully beside the trap on the ground.  And there’s my daughter who now thinks her Dad is an animal 

murderer.  So what are we going to do now?  There’s a dead animal in our back yard.  So we used one of our doggie bags 

to gently wrap him up and prepare him for his funeral hearse also known as the truck that takes away the stuff from our 

green bins.  And thankfully this wild animal that wreaked havoc in our back yard was gone.  So far, none of his cousins 

have found his tunnels to start a new life.  

But that little incident reminded me of how often things happen that are beyond our control.  I didn’t invite Mr. 

Pocket Gopher to settle in our back yard.  Yet we had to deal with him and the piles of horseshoe shaped dirt he left or it 

would go on for decades.   There are plenty of opportunities in this life to discover our lack of control.  If you don’t 

believe me, buy a dog.  Little creatures have minds of their own and wreak havoc in our lives.  I have yet to hear about a 

child’s first words being “Mommy, Daddy, I can’t wait to obey you.”    
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 But sometimes, very hard things come into our lives that are beyond our control.  We need a lot more help 

than advice from animal control.  We struggle to understand.  We experience disorientation and we flounder trying to 

figure out what life looks like for us now.    

 That’s the story of Job.  Ever since Job was struck down by the loss of his wealth, children and health, he wants 

to speak to God.  Last week, we looked at an interlude on wisdom in Job 28.   Following that, Job makes his final 

defence.  In chapter 31, he lists a multitude of possible sins that could be committed.  He is convinced that he has done 

none of them.  It seems he concludes that if God does not answer him, Job has proved his innocence.  In Job 31:35, he 

declares, “Here is my signature!  Let the Almighty answer me!.  Chapters 32-37 contain a speech by a younger man 

named Elihu.  The Lord finally answers in Job 38.  He completely bypasses Elihu and speaks directly to Job.   God answers 

Job.  But his answers come in a way Job does not expect.  Yet God’s answers will reveal to Job much about himself and 

God.  The same will be true for us.  Today, whether you are dealing with something tough or not, I invite you to hear 

God’s answer to Job and explore what it reveals about God and you.   

 
Job 38:1-3 (ESV)  

Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said:   2 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without 
knowledge?   3 Dress for action like a man; I will question you, and you make it known to me.    
 

 God speaks to Job out of a whirlwind.  He appears at other times in the Bible as a storm most notably at Mount 

Sinai to make covenant with the Israelites.  Here God appears and speaks out of something like a mini tornado.   He does 

not address Job’s oath of innocence.  He comes on His own terms.  He starts with the question “Who is this who darkens 

counsel without knowledge?”   Counsel usually refers to the plan or design of God.  Or it can refer to the mysterious and 

paradoxical way in which the world operates and is ordered.   We get our first hint that Job has spoken words that reveal 

a lack of knowledge or understanding.   Job spoke out of ignorance.  He spoke as if he fully understood how the universe 

is governed.  With this knowledge, he concluded he could criticize the one governing the world.  But he doesn’t have all 

the knowledge.   His speech has somehow cast a shadow over God’s wisdom. It has darkened the counsel of God.   

 So God challenges Job to dress for action – to tuck his robe into his belt and be ready for action, like a wrestling 

match with God.  Job asked for this hearing with God. But Job did not find God.  God found him and now will answer him 

with questions.  Some might conclude that God dodges the issue here.  You don’t normally answer a question with a 

question.  But God’s questions invite Job to ponder that which he does not know.    
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How does the Lord answer Job’s question with 43 questions?   

 
Job 38:4-38:38 (ESV)  
 
   4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding.   5 Who determined its 
measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it?   6 On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its 
cornerstone,   7 when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy?   
 
 8 “Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb,   9 when I made clouds its garment and thick 
darkness its swaddling band,   10 and prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors,   11 and said, ‘Thus far shall you 
come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stayed’?    
 
12 “Have you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused the dawn to know its place,   13 that it might 
take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the wicked be shaken out of it?   14 It is changed like clay under the seal, and its 
features stand out like a garment.   15 From the wicked their light is withheld, and their uplifted arm is broken.    
 
16 “Have you entered into the springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses of the deep?   17 Have the gates of death 
been revealed to you, or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?   18 Have you comprehended the expanse of the 
earth? Declare, if you know all this.    
 
19 “Where is the way to the dwelling of light, and where is the place of darkness,   20 that you may take it to its territory 
and that you may discern the paths to its home?   21 You knw, for you were born then, and the number of your days is 
great!   
 
 22 “Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, or have you seen the storehouses of the hail,   23 which I have 
reserved for the time of trouble, for the day of battle and war?   
 
 24 What is the way to the place where the light is distributed, or where the east wind is scattered upon the earth?   25 
“Who has cleft a channel for the torrents of rain and a way for the thunderbolt,   26 to bring rain on a land where no man 
is, on the desert in which there is no man,   27 to satisfy the waste and desolate land, and to make the ground sprout 
with grass?    
 
28 “Has the rain a father, or who has begotten the drops of dew?   29 From whose womb did the ice come forth, and 
who has given birth to the frost of heaven?   30 The waters become hard like stone, and the face of the deep is frozen.   
 
 31 “Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades or loose the cords of Orion?   32 Can you lead forth the Mazzaroth in their 
season, or can you guide the Bear with its children?   33 Do you know the ordinances of the heavens? Can you establish 
their rule on the earth?    
 
34 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, that a flood of waters may cover you?   35 Can you send forth lightnings, that 
they may go and say to you, ‘Here we are’?   36 Who has put wisdom in the inward parts or given understanding to the 
mind?   37 Who can number the clouds by wisdom? Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens,   38 when the dust 
runs into a mass and the clods stick fast together?   
 
What is God doing here?  He asks Job about his presence in, knowledge of and control over of the universe.  Notice 

that each one of these groups question whether Job was there, or whether he has the knowledge or whether has the 

control over some part of the universe.   
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 In verses 4-7, God asks Job if he was there when the earth was created.  God was the master builder who put 

the earth together according to His measurements and design.  When God created the earth, there was a celebration in 

heaven. The morning stars and sons of God shouted for joy.  They marveled at the skill and creativity of God.  Though 

there have been many advances in science about understanding origins of the universe, no human was there.    

 In verses 8-11, God continues with the dawn of creation by focusing on the sea.  Job was not there when God set 

a limit on the seas.  Notice the image used is one of a baby being born.  The sea bursts forth from a womb.  It is put into 

a swaddling band.  It is limited behind bars and doors almost like a baby crib.  God set limits on the sea.  Job has no 

control over them.   

 Nor does he control the dawning of the day.  Verses 12-15 describe the moments of dawn.  Before it starts, we 

look out at a two dimensional flat darkness.  But the dawn illumines what’s there.  It begins to define the mountains or 

trees in 3 dimensions just like a seal imprinted on clay transforms it from flat clay to definition.  This dawn scatters the 

wicked that do their deeds in the dark.  But Job does not control or command this.   

 God then asks in 16-18 if Job has gone to the extremities of the universe.  God has walked in the depths of the 

ocean and gone to the gates of the underworld.  No living human has done either or understood the vastness of the 

earth.   

 God asks Job if knows the way to the land of light.  The ancients believed you could go to a land in the east to 

find light and a land in the west to find darkness.   God is the one who knows the way bringing the sun from the light and 

setting it in darkness.   

 In verses 24-26, God describes an act He does that no human sees or benefits from.  He waters the desert and 

makes a desolate land sprout with grass.   God does this in places where no one sees.  God continues in 31-33 directing 

Job’s attention to the stars.  God asks if Job can control the stars.   Did Job place them in their course or set their path for 

them.   It’s like God is saying “there is more order going on than you are aware of.” 

 The correct answer to God’s questions , “No, I wasn’t there. No I don’t know. No, I don’t control. But you do”.  

Now some of us might be thinking “well Job certainly didn’t know a lot about these things.  But with scientific advances 

today, we do know much more.  We know there are no “storehouses of hail” or that that star cluster “Orion” is not led 



 5 

across the sky in a leash.  So though Job would have to answer “no I don’t know,” we might be able to answer “yes, we 

do know.”   

Though we have more knowledge and understanding of the universe, none of us was there at creation.   Scientists 

specialize and gain expertise in one area of science.  But they don’t know or understand everything.   

Just like Job, we have to admit that there are many events where we weren’t present.  There are many times we 

don’t have knowledge and multitude of situations that are beyond our control.  Yet, humanity acts like a new discovery 

qualifies us to question the reality of God.  John Lennox: Does an advance in science point towards God or away from 

Him? 

Isn’t it somewhat surprising that the more we know or discover, the less we think we need God.  It’s almost a recurrence 

of the tower of Babel phenomenon.  They built this tower in Genesis 11 convinced it would reach up to the heavens so 

they could climb into God’s throne room.  God didn’t destroy the tower.  He just introduced languages which confused 

them and put an end to that project.   

Now when we make a scientific discovery, we believe we have advanced further away from that silly God 

notion.   We certainly have advanced significantly in our understanding.  But I smile when some newscaster reports on a 

discovery and the conclusion that this event happened 250 million years ago, not the 300 million that we first thought.  

that’s grounds to thump our chests and conclude we don’t need God?  Or we know more than God?  What is a million 

years when we don’t even get to see 100?  

Where is the humility that comes with discovery?  That seems to be what God is directing Job to here.  Job may 

have discovered some things about life.  But he discovered very little compared to all God knows.  God was present and 

active at the beginning of the world.  He knows how the world was formed.  And He exercises control over the universe.  

And Job does not. But God continues, He will now direct Job’s attention to wild animals.   

 
Job 38:39-39:30  
 
39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lion, or satisfy the appetite of the young lions,   40 when they crouch in their dens or 
lie in wait in their thicket?   41 Who provides for the raven its prey, when its young ones cry to God for help, and wander 
about for lack of food?    
 
39:1 “Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? Do you observe the calving of the does?   2 Can you number the 
months that they fulfill, and do you know the time when they give birth,   3 when they crouch, bring forth their offspring, 
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and are delivered of their young?   4 Their young ones become strong; they grow up in the open; they go out and do not 
return to them.   
 
 5 “Who has let the wild donkey go free? Who has loosed the bonds of the swift donkey,   6 to whom I have given the arid 
plain for his home and the salt land for his dwelling place?   7 He scorns the tumult of the city; he hears not the shouts of 
the driver.   8 He ranges the mountains as his pasture, and he searches after every green thing.    
 
9 “Is the wild ox willing to serve you? Will he spend the night at your manger?   10 Can you bind him in the furrow with 
ropes, or will he harrow the valleys after you?   11 Will you depend on him because his strength is great, and will you 
leave to him your labor?   12 Do you have faith in him that he will return your grain and gather it to your threshing floor?  
  
 
13 “The wings of the ostrich wave proudly, but are they the pinions and plumage of love?   14 For she leaves her eggs to 
the earth and lets them be warmed on the ground,   15 forgetting that a foot may crush them and that the wild beast 
may trample them.   16 She deals cruelly with her young, as if they were not hers; though her labor be in vain, yet she 
has no fear,   17 because God has made her forget wisdom and given her no share in understanding.   18 When she 
rouses herself to flee, she laughs at the horse and his rider.    
 
19 “Do you give the horse his might? Do you clothe his neck with a mane?   20 Do you make him leap like the locust? His 
majestic snorting is terrifying.   21 He paws in the valley and exults in his strength; he goes out to meet the weapons.   22 
He laughs at fear and is not dismayed; he does not turn back from the sword.   23 Upon him rattle the quiver, the 
flashing spear, and the javelin.   24 With fierceness and rage he swallows the ground; he cannot stand still at the sound 
of the trumpet.   25 When the trumpet sounds, he says ‘Aha!’ He smells the battle from afar, the thunder of the captains, 
and the shouting.    
 
26 “Is it by your understanding that the hawk soars and spreads his wings toward the south?   27 Is it at your command 
that the eagle mounts up and makes his nest on high?   28 On the rock he dwells and makes his home, on the rocky crag 
and stronghold.   29 From there he spies out the prey; his eyes behold it from far away.   30 His young ones suck up blood, 
and where the slain are, there is he.”    
 

Here God asks Job about his presence, knowledge and control over wild animals.  In Job 38:39-41, God asks 

Job if he provides the prey for young lions or baby ravens.  I should have warned warn some of you obsessed animal 

lovers about this chapter.  You’ve already suffered with the site of a deceased pocket gopher.  There is no sanitized 

version of nature found here.  In fact God provides prey for baby lions and food for baby ravens.  Job can’t do that.   

God asks more questions about Job’s presence.  Is Job present when the mountain goat gives birth to its kid or 

the deer gives birth in the forest?   Can Job control a wild donkey?  By definition, a wild donkey is beyond human 

control.  It survives in desolate lands.  It will not come if Job calls it to be a beast of burden in his service.  Can Job control 

the wild ox?  Would it come to him and lay down in his manger? No.  It roams free beyond Job’s control.   

If you ever need a reminder that there are some things beyond our understanding, spend some time with an 

ostrich.  It’s like God created the ostrich stupid.  She has this wonderful plumage of feathers.  But after laying her eggs, 

she almost forgets about them and leaves the nest unprotected.  So a wild beast may walk over her eggs because of her 
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carelessness.  Yet when the eggs hatch, she treats her own cruelly.   Yet she doesn’t fear anything because she forgets 

and has no wisdom.  Yet this somewhat dimwitted creature can outrun horses.  Ostriches are a living example of the 

hidden purposes of God.   

The Lord concludes this speech with questions about horses, hawks and eagles.   

 God’s questions reveal the lack of presence, knowledge and control Job has compared to Him.  Then God turns to 

receive Job’s answer to these questions.   

 
Job 40:1-5 (ESV)  
 
40:1 And the LORD said to Job:   2 “Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? He who argues with God, let him 
answer it.” 
   3 Then Job answered the LORD and said:   4 “Behold, I am of small account; what shall I answer you? I lay my hand on 
my mouth.   5 I have spoken once, and I will not answer; twice, but I will proceed no further.”  

 Job admits that he cannot answer.  He wasn’t there.  He doesn’t know.  He doesn’t control.  But he still does not 

admit to any wrongness in his own words.  There is no ‘confession’. Nor does he retract any of his former statements, so 

there is no ‘submission’.  Job still has a ways to go but he is now faced the reality that there is much he does not know.   

We will discover how this ends for Job next week in chapters 40 and 41. 

How should we respond to God’s questions?   

We have to start by admitting that we weren’t there at creation.  We can’t come close to one tenth of one 

percent of God’s knowledge.  We can’t even control whether a pocket gopher wants to settle in our back yard for a 

while.  So we must turn to the all-powerful and all wise God and entrust our perplexing situations to Him.  We must trust 

His wisdom.   But there can be a long journey between facing perplexing and difficult situations and actually entrusting it 

all to God.    

Many of you have walked through very deep perplexing valleys that I have not experienced.  Some of you 

continue that journey or have just started.  So I have tried to bring some reality to this study by following the story of 

some real people who have gone through so much.  This week, we turn to my cousin Doug.  

 Doug and I enjoyed each other’s company a lot when growing up.  He lived in Toronto and I in Calgary.  So when 

our families got together it was special.  Eventually, we ended up in Ottawa at the same time.  We were both pastors.  

This was Doug’s family in 2009 – David, Christina, Thomas and Doug with his wife Kim.   
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In May 2010, Doug and Kim were at home when a police officer knocked on their door.  He delivered the news 

that that their youngest son David and a friend had been killed in a car accident.  He was 17 years old, one month away 

from graduation.   So it’s been four years.   

 I recently told Doug about this series on Job.  I asked him have you discovered or found a place or way to be at some sort 

of “peace” with God in all that has happened?   Here is his response.   

 
Hi Tom, 
 

The process of finding peace with God in David's death is a journey that continues. Of course, the first question 
we asked is "why?" Even as we asked it we knew there was no real answer. Coming to terms with it has certainly been a 
faith struggle. I have described it as a "family feud":  Me and God are still family, but I just don't agree with the way he 
has gone about doing things. 

Although there have been times when my question was "are you really there, God?", more often my questions 
have been about how God works and interacts with us. I used to pray regularly through the Lord's prayer. My 
understanding of the line "deliver us from evil" is a prayer to protect us from the influences of the devil - such as car 
accidents. I think of the many times I have flippantly prayed for "journeying mercies", or protection over people that 
travel.  None of those prayers roll off of my tongue easily any more, if at all. When I pray the Lord's prayer, I usually get 
stuck on the "deliver us from evil" line.  

So I have been forced to rethink the idea that as Christians we are guaranteed protection from the randomness 
of life. We live in a fallen world. As Christians we are not exempt from, or immune to, the impacts of this fallenness. So 
should I pray for protection anyway? It would seem that Jesus instructed us to do so.  
 
My favorite passage of scripture these days is the one where the man brings his son to Jesus and asks Jesus to help him, if 
he can. The response of Jesus is that all things are possible to those who believe. The man replies "I believe, help me 
overcome my unbelief."  
 
That is me. My faith is so small in so many ways. I am comforted to know that Jesus will even help me with my weak, 
inadequate faith. 
 
I still don't like what has happened to our family. I am slowly coming to terms with it, but my view of how God works has 
changed. It seems we are not guaranteed things that are so obviously (to us) good, even though God Himself tells us to 
ask for them. 
 

These are some thoughts. I have to run now, but don't hesitate to ask more questions. It is good for me to talk about this 
stuff. 
 
Thanks, Doug.  
 

God’s questions reveal the lack of presence, knowledge and control we have compared to Him.   But God’s aim is not 

to beat us into submission or prove he is smarter or more powerful than we are.   God’s presence, knowledge and 

control can bring us great comfort.   When we face the realities of life, we have to admit our lack in each area.  That’s an 

uncomfortable place to be at first.  But when we realize we have a God who is everywhere present and has all the 

knowledge and sovereignly accomplishes His deep purposes, we can rest in him and trust him.  I am not physically 
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present with my oldest daughter right now.  But God is.  I don’t know every way that this text needs to be applied to 

your lives. But the Holy Spirit does and He’s applying it and speaking to our souls now.  I don’t control very much 

especially the things in your lives. But God is still accomplishing His purposes.  So if you’re a Christian and you’re 

struggling today, maybe pray Doug’s prayer and that father in the Bible’s pray – I believe, help me overcome my 

unbelief.”      

And if you don’t know Christ, you don’t have the presence, knowledge or control by yourself to just start a 

relationship with God.   We cannot just walk into God’s throne room to ask forgiveness.   We do not have knowledge of 

all of our sins or ways in which we have gone against God and His holy character.  We don’t have the control to change 

our status from enemy of God to child of God.  

But God has all of these.  But God was present at the cross where Jesus paid for our sins. God does know all of our 

sins and forgives them, by Jesus sacrifice.  God controls history, the universe and your life for His own glorious purposes.  

If you want to talk more about that – Darrell who prayed earlier will be at the front following the service.  But now let us 

come to our everywhere present; all knowing, sovereign Lord. 


